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The College Reach-Out Program (CROP) was established in 1983 by the Florida 

Department of Education. Its goal is to motivate and prepare academically and 

economically disadvantaged students in grades 6 through 12 to pursue and 

successfully complete a college education.  

 

The College Reach-Out Program at Barry University is the first and only program 

to offer individual, family, and group therapeutic counseling services to its 

participants in addition to academic, mentoring, and outreach services. Our goal is 

to nurture studentsô resiliencies to facilitate academic and personal success. 

Twenty-six years later, the program continues to be successful!                                       

                                         
 

 College Reach-Out Program students are less likely to be suspended from 

school than those who are not participants of the CROP program. 

 During the 2006-2007 academic school year, 88% of College Reach-Out 

Program students in grades 6 through 11 were academically promoted to 

the next grade, compared to 79% of the non-CROP students. 

 83% of College Reach-Out Program 12
th
 graders, compared to 60% of 

non-CROP seniors, received a standard diploma in 2007. 

 In 2006-2007, College Reach-Out Program students in grades 9 through 12 

had a higher Grade Point Average (GPA) than non-CROP students. 

 The average number of absences for College Reach-Out Program students 

in grades 6 through 12 declined from the previous year and the students 

were absent fewer days in 2006-2007 than non-CROP students. 
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Dr. Jim Rudes, Barry Family Enrichment Center Supervisor 

Jim is from Brooklyn, New York and loves it because ñItôs a place where people 

tell it like it is.ò He however, considers Miami, Florida to be home. His favorite 

food is chicken soup because it reminds him of his motherôs caring ways, especially 

when he was sick as a child. Yoga, sports, and music are his hobbies. 

 

Silvia Reyes, College Reach-Out Program Director  

Silvia was born in Ecuador but considers Miami, Florida to be home. She finds the 

water to be relaxing and inspiring. Her favorite cuisine is Italian but she loves 

French fries! She enjoys writing poetry, photography, karate, and most of all being 

a mom to Marcus, her 7 year-old son. 

 

Gabriela Mañón, College Reach-Out Program Coordinator  

Gaby is of Mexican descent but was born right here in Miami, Florida. A busy mom 

of two teenagers, she enjoys being creative by writing poetry, doodling and 

sketching, and cooking. Her favorite foods are homemade tacos with salsa and she 

enjoys anything with chocolate, especially her sonôs baked goods. 

 

Giovanna Angulo, College Reach-Out Program Counselor 

Giovanna was born in Uruguay but considers this wonderful country to be home. 

Being Hispanic and Italian, she enjoys swimming and shopping for vintage items. 

When it comes to her favorite foods, she cannot choose because she simply likes 

them all!  

 

Pi Ying Chen, College Reach-Out Program Counselor 

Pi was born and raised in Taiwan but does not consider any specific place to be 

home. Instead, anywhere in the world could be home, as long as she is spending 

time with those she loves. She enjoys singing, cooking, photography, and watching 

movies. Some of her favorites are spicy foods, sticky rice, Thai curry, and fries. 

 

Susie Novoa, College Reach-Out Program Counselor 

Susie has Cuban parents but was born and raised in the USA. She considers home 

to be anywhere her family gathers. She enjoys sports, adventures, and taking 

pictures. Here ideal meal is steak with a loaded bake potato, she loves meat! 

H a   

(L-R) Dr. Jim Rudes, Gabriela Mañón, Silvia Reyes, Giovanna Angulo, 

Pi Ying Chen, and Susie Novoa are proud and passionate about their work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñI put all my genius 

into my life; I put 

only my talent into 

my works.ò 

-Oscar Wilde 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñYour work is to 

discover your world 

and then with all 

your heart give 

yourself to it.ò 

-Siddhartha 

Gautama 
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In October of 2008, Barry University took on St. Thomas University in a womenôs 

soccer game at home on the Buccaneer field. With a final score of 3 to 1 in Barryôs 

favor, not even oppressive weather stood in their way. Participants of the College 

Reach-Out Program were in attendance in order to see and get a feel for what 

college athletics are all about.  College Reach-Out Program participants can look 

up to women like Buccaneer goal keeper Danielle Rezendez because, while she is 

a college senior about to graduate, she can still have fun by doing what she loves, 

for example, making three saves in a scoreless first half.  

 

Soccer Coach Chris Rich of Barry University speaks with College Reach-Out 

Program participants on the importance of fitness, proper nutrition, academics, and 

social development by learning such things as teamwork, self-discipline, group 

dynamics, and adherence to rules and regulations. 

                              

(L) Kimberly Duhon, Shamona McFadden, and Derek Negron; Barry University 

College Reach-Out Program mentor and counselors join in on the fun  (R) College 

Reach-Out Program parent receives embrace from ñBuckyò the mascot. 

 

 

 

 

ñIndividually, we 

are one drop. 

Together, we are an 

ocean.ò 

-Ryunosuke Satoro 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñThe nice thing 

about teamwork is 

that you always 

have others on your 

side.ò 

-Margaret Carty 

 

 

 

 

 

ñWhen a team 

outgrows individual 

performance and 

learns team 

confidence, 

excellence becomes 

a reality.ò 

-Joe Paterno 
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November 13

th
, 2008 was a big day for Barry University! Founderôs Day and 

Pride Day combined to create a great big community festival which highlighted 

the transformational nature of the university community. There was a bounce 

slide, bed races took place and even better, there was carnival food! Joining in on 

the fun were professors, students and of course, College Reach-Out Program 

participants. 

 
Students from Hialeah-Miami Lakes Senior High, Thomas Jefferson Middle 

School, and Jann Mann School along with College Reach-Out Program 

Counselors gather for a photo op. 

 

 
(L)  College Reach-Out Program participants gather for a dance off. (R) MPACT 

Success Program Community Liaisons and supporters of the College Reach-Out 

Program join the fun. 

 
Shamona McFadden, College Reach-Out Program Counselor and Mentor, joins in 



 

  

on the fun. 

 

 

 

 

ñNever doubt that a 

small, group of 

thoughtful, 

committed citizens 

can change the 

world. Indeed, it is 

the only thing that 

ever has.ò 

-Margaret Mead 

 

 

 

 

 

ñCome out of the 

circle of time 

And into the circle of 

love.ò 

-Rumi 

 

 

 

 

ñA community is like 

a ship; everyone 

ought to be prepared 

to take the helm.ò 

-Henrik Ibsen 
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Take a look at what CROP participants from Hialeah-Miami Lakes Senior High 

School had to say about Barry Universityôs Community Festival! Ź 

 

Nathalie Galban, Grade 11 

ñThe best part was getting to meet and talk to new people from a lot of different 

schools. It is great how students and professors came together and had a great time. 

Afterwards, it felt amazing to be part of it, I loved every moment I was there. I am 

motivated to continue my participation in the CROP program and to give it my all.ò 

 

Mary Pinero, Grade 10 

ñThe best part of the festival was watching the bed races and the interaction 

between the college students and professors, and the good connection between 

them. It felt exhilarating to be part of a college campus event and it made me want 

to go to college.ò 

 

Latisha Williams, Grade 11 

ñThe best parts were the games and the food, and it was fun to see the professors 

and the students interact with each other by playing games and competing against 

one another. This made me feel proud and if those students put forth the effort to get 

where they are, I can do the same.ò 

 

       

       
 

 

 

 

 

ñLet's create an 

integrated global 

community where we 

have shared benefits 

and responsibilities, 

and we don't fight 

because of our 

differences.ò 

-Bill Clinton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñWhat do we live for, 

if it is not to make 

life less difficult for 

each other?ò 

-George Eliot 
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