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What is the purpose of these bills (HB 989/SB 768 & HB 7141/SB 1724)? 

Both bills will assist child victims of sexual exploitation in receiving the treatment they need. 

Specifically, HB 7141/SB 1724 provides additional services to child victims of sexual exploitation, including: 

 Requiring DCF to assess and screen sexually exploited children to determine appropriate services; 

 Creates a placement system of safe houses, safe foster homes, or secure safe houses, depending on the needs of 

the victim; and 

 Improves safety for victims by certifying safe houses and safe foster homes, and certifying secure safe houses to 

operate as a pilot program. 

HB 989/SB 768 would give victims of human trafficking additional legal rights, including confidentiality of court records, 
and providing victims of human trafficking with access to crime victim compensation and financial relocation assistance. 

Why are these bills (HB 989/SB 768 & HB 7141/SB 1724) necessary? 

Child victims of sexual exploitation experience a myriad of symptoms related to their trauma. 

 Consequences of sexual abuse include: 

 psychological problems, such as panic attacks, sleeping problems, nightmares, irritability, depression, and 

anger;  

 social problems, such as an inability to connect emotionally to others;   

 physical concerns of abdominal pain, intestinal complaints, back pain, headache, nausea, and chronic pain;  

 and eating disorders;  

HB 989/SB 768 and HB 7141/SB 1724 recognize that child sexual exploitation is a serious 
problem in this state.  

 Traffickers maintain control of child victims through psychological manipulation, force, drug addiction, or exploiting 

vulnerabilities.  Children then have a more difficult time trusting adults.  Therefore, these children are difficult to 
serve and to rehabilitate.  Special attention is needed to ensure these children receive the help and services that 

they require to recover from their traumatic experiences. 

How would HB 989/SB 768 and HB 7141/SB 1724 help? 

HB 989/SB 768 and HB 7141/SB 1724 continue Florida’s quest to provide comprehensive care 
to sexually-exploited children 

 The plan includes provisions for protecting the child victims, conducting complete assessments, providing treatment, 

and monitoring success.  Each of these components is necessary to ensure that children are given the utmost 

opportunity to live normal and productive lives. 

Please help victimized children by voting “YES” on both bills! 
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