
Ellen Whiteside McDonnell
School of Social Work

MSW Program 
in Palm Beach, Florida



We are delighted that you are interested in pursuing 

a Master of Social Work degree. As you consider 

your options, I encourage you to select a School 

that is truly student-centered, offers a learning 

environment that is both challenging and supportive, 

offers opportunities for you to become engaged in 

research and scholarly work with professors, and 

engages you in transformative experiences as you 

participate in initiatives that promote human rights 

and social justice. 

At the Barry University School of Social Work, we 

are committed to each student. Your ideas, your 

ambitions, your concerns, and your educational 

needs are important to us. We are one of the few 

programs that offer a trauma-informed curriculum 

designed to prepare you for contemporary practice 

in a variety of settings. Our faculty comprises 

great educators and scholars who are passionate 

advocates for human rights and social justice. There 

are many opportunities for you to get involved 

in promoting human rights, engaging in research 

with faculty, attending conferences, presenting 

at conferences, and becoming a part of a Barry 

community that cares. 

Choose the school that offers you the best learning 

environment with a reputation of excellence that will 

follow you throughout your career. 

I look forward to meeting you.

Phyllis Scott, PhD
Dean
Barry University School of Social Work
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The Barry University School of Social Work is committed to educating social 

workers for professional social work practice that is informed by context and 

characterized by competence, skills of leadership, quality, the quest for social and 

economic justice in local and global communities, and dedication to continuous 

professional growth and development. 

Barry University’s social work site in Palm Beach Gardens offers a convenient 

location for residents in the surrounding Palm Beach County communities as well 

as Martin, St. Lucie, Okeechobee, and Indian River counties. 

Purpose and Goals

The MSW program is designed 

to provide a transformative 

experience to our students 

by offering a comprehensive 

curriculum that enhances 

knowledge of clinical social 

work practice. In addition to 

clinical licensure preparation, 

our program is dedicated 

to helping students achieve 

advanced levels of scholarship, 

leadership, and self-discovery 

to maximize their success in 

becoming agents of change 

and advocates for social justice 

and human rights issues.

Ellen Whiteside McDonnell 

School of Social Work



Jill Levenson, MSW, PhD 

Dr. Jill Levenson is currently an associate professor 

of social work at Barry University. Her primary 

area of research involves studying the impact and 

effectiveness of social policies and therapeutic 

interventions designed to reduce sexual violence. 

She has been a co-investigator or consultant on five 

grants funded by the U.S. Department of Justice. 

Most recently, her research endeavors have focused 

on the prevalence and impact of adverse childhood 

experiences and their influence on adult health, 

mental health, and criminal outcomes.

Sarah Ingram-Herring 

Sarah Ingram-Herring joined the School of Social 

Work in 2006 and serves as the associate director 

of field education for the Palm Beach program. 

She has extensive experience in the field, providing 

direct services to individuals, families, groups, and 

communities in a variety of settings, including 

schools, health clinics, mental health centers, a 

domestic violence shelter, and a private practice. 
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Eva Nowakowski, PhD, LCSW, MPH 

Dr. Eva Nowakowski joined Barry University’s 

School of Social Work in 2004 as an adjunct faculty 

member. She is an assistant professor of social work 

at Barry University’s Palm Beach Gardens program.  

She teaches MSW courses in research methods 

and human behavior in the social environment. Her 

professional interests include using screening and 

assessment tools in practice, youth violence, and 

program and practice evaluation. 
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Weekend classes to accommodate 
working professionals

Our part-time MSW programs allow 

working professionals to earn their 

master’s degree while continuing to 

work full time. Courses are offered 

on Saturday to accommodate 

the schedules of these working 

professionals.

Small class size 
and individualized attention

Our MSW program provides a level 

of collegial intimacy that is difficult 

to find on larger campuses. Students 

are admitted as a single cohort into 

the program. Small class sizes with 

a 15:1 student-faculty ratio and a 

cohort structure enhance one-on-one 

interaction with professors, peers, 

faculty mentors, and field advisors. 

Dynamic regional growth offering 
professional opportunities 

A growing market is accompanied by a 

variety of field placement possibilities 

and job opportunities upon graduation.

Trauma-informed curriculum

Our curriculum features a new trauma-

informed, resiliency-focused, and 

competency-based framework. In 

addition to being clinical in scope, our 

curriculum provides MSW graduates 

with a solid foundation in policy 

practice, administrative leadership, and 

applied social research.

 

Discounted, flat-rate tuition 
guaranteed throughout matriculation

Over 90 percent of eligible MSW 

students receive financial assistance. 

Degree-seeking students at our Palm 

Beach location benefit from a 30 

percent tuition discount.

Consistently ranked as one of the top 
social work programs in the country

#15 in Career Support

#11 in Financial Aid Support



MSW Advanced Standing – 32 Credits
Full-time and Part-time Options 

Designed with the working professional in mind, our Master of Social Work is one 

of the fastest accelerated MSW programs in the nation. Qualified BSW students can 

complete their MSW in just seven months (two full-time semesters). Part-time students 

can complete the program in four consecutive semesters. Students enter this program 

having already completed a foundation year experience. As a result, they begin clinical 

concentration courses combined with the field education experience (616 hours across 

the curriculum).

Traditional – 60 Credits
Full-Time and Part-Time Option

Normally completed in 16 months (full-time) or 28 months (part-time), this program 

offers 60 credits of social work courses and electives designed to strengthen students’ 

skills and knowledge through theory and field education experience (1,036 hours 

across the curriculum). Our trauma-informed program will prepare students for 

advanced social work practice and provide training to create leaders and dedicated 

practitioners in the field. Students will complete foundation year courses, followed by a 

concentration year experience.

MSW ProgramsSchool of 
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MSW Programs

Foundation Courses | 31 credits

SW 503  Introduction to the Social Work 

Profession (3 credits)

SW 519  Ways of Knowing for Social 

Work Practice (3 credits)

SW 533  Social Work in the Social Service 

Environment (3 credits)

SW 529  Environmental Context for 

Social Work Practice (3 credits)

SW 537  Field Education I (3 credits) 

SW 563  Models of Intervention in 

Clinical Social Work Practice (3 credits)

SW 539  Human Development (3 credits)

SW 545  Introduction to Clinical 

Assessment in SW Practice (3 credits)

SW 569  Introduction to Trauma and 

Resilience* (3 credits)

SW 577  Field Education II (4 credits) 

 

Concentration Courses | 29 credits

SW 607  Psychopathology (3 credits)

SW 611  Advanced Clinical Social Work 

Practice with Individuals (3 credits)

SW 619  Advanced Clinical Social Work 

Practice with Families (3 credits)

SW 675  Field Education III (4 credits) 

SW 677  Advanced Clinical Social Work 

Practice with Groups (3 credits)

SW 685  Evaluation of Clinical Social Work 

Practice (3 credits)

SW 687  Leadership, Advocacy and Policy 

Practice (3 credits)

SW ---  Elective (3 credits)

SW 689  Field Education IV (4 credits) 

*Students entering the Advance Standing MSW 
must also take SW 569
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Learn more about the MSW curriculum & 
obtain more information about foundation and 
concentration year courses

www.barry.edu/msw/about/curriculum.html


•  Community Partners, Inc.
•  Morse Life, Inc. 
•  Palm Partners Recovery Center, Inc.

•  South County Mental Health Center, Inc.
•  The Center for Family Services
•  West Palm Hospital

At Barry University, we believe 

that the purpose of field education 

is to prepare you to move into 

professional social work practice. 

This preparedness is reflected in 

your orientation to self, the School 

of Social Work, Barry University, 

and the social work profession as 

a whole. Field education assesses 

your success as a future social work 

practitioner. MSW graduates are 

expected to demonstrate leadership 

skills and competence in seeking 

social and economic justice in local 

and global communities.

The Office of Field Education looks forward to a wonderful collaboration with each 

MSW student. Barry offers a variety of field placements across Palm Beach and 

surrounding counties. Flexibility for own-agency placements is also available upon 

review. 

Some of our affiliated agencies and organizations include: 
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Professional Development
Learning is a lifelong endeavor, 

and Barry University School 

of Social Work is striving to 

keep pace with your future. 

As part of your student 

experience, you will be exposed 

to different professional 

development opportunities 

including licensure preparation, 

conferences, workshops, and 

events featuring leaders within 

the social work profession.

Careers
The Office of Student Services at the School of Social Work offers students 

and alumni career service opportunities and guidance. Our specialization in 

the field provides students with access to local and national connections to 

secure job placements and opportunities. Some of our career development 

programs include:

•  Resume Critique Seminars

•  Career Fairs

•  Licensure Preparation

•  Salary Negotiation Training 

•  Interview Workshops

•  Networking Events

Student ServicesSchool of 
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In selecting students for our Master of Social Work program, Barry University seeks 

individuals who support the school’s mission and will advocate, in their subsequent 

careers, for the values and principles embodied within that mission. Prospective 

students must have the following minimum qualifications to be considered for 

admission to the MSW program:

•   A baccalaureate degree from a regionally accredited college or university
Barry social work students arrive with degrees across all fields of study, including 

education, the health sciences, the arts, social sciences, business, 

and marketing.

•  A broad liberal arts background (minimum 60 credits) including study in the 
social, behavioral, and biological sciences

•  Excellent writing and verbal communication skills

•  Knowledge of the field and evidence of a commitment to social work as a 
profession

•  Evidence of emotional maturity, concern for people, and capacity for self-
awareness and personal growth

•  Demonstrated concern and commitment to the values underlying the social 
work profession

•  Respect for diversity

For more information about admission requirements for each of our MSW programs 

and to access our online MSW application, visit barry.edu/msw/admissions

 ▶ Learn More: Call 305.899.3919, email ssw-admissions@barry.edu,  
or visit barry.edu/social-work
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