
change brings with it both 
opportunities and challenges.  
We know that real work is in 
identifying and then cultivat-
ing an ability to engage both 
simultaneously.   
So what is to be the role of 
social workers in this era of 
change?  The diversity of the 
social work profession has 
always been among its strong-
est assets.  I believe that as 
individual social workers and 
as a profession we have the 
knowledge, the skill and the 
responsibility to help define 
the complex issues that cur-
rently confront individual, 
families, groups, organiza-
tions, and communities all 
across the 
nation.   

Continued on 

Page 8... 

To anyone who has turned on 
a television, turned up a radio 
or opened a newspaper in the 
past three months, the terms 
άƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎέ ŀƴŘ άŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŎǊƛπ
ǎƛǎέ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ 
descriptors of the current 
social, political, and economic 
state of our country. 
On November 4th the nation 
witnessed the remarkable 
power of the democratic proc-
ess as an unprecedented num-
ber of voters, many for the 
first time in their lives, waited 
in impossibly long polling lines 
to cast their vote for the coun-
ǘǊȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ-American 
President.  Later that same 
night some 240,000 people - 
Black, White, Latino, Asian, 
young and old, rich and poor - 
gathered enthusiastically in 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭŘ ƻŦ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩǎ DǊŀƴǘ 
Park to share in a piece of 
history.  It is hard to compre-
hend the full range and depth 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘǎΩΣ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ tǊŜǎƛπ
dent Elect Barack Obama took 
the stage to deliver his victory 
speech.  It is likely that among 
the younger generation the 
election of Barack Obama 
symbolizes a definitive end to 
the racial oppression and dis-
crimination that so strongly 
defined the lives of their par-
ents and grandparents.  Those 
who have lived through the 
realities of Jim Crow and have 
firsthand experience with the 
long and brutal march toward 
Civil Rights are undoubtedly 
hopeful, but likely remain 
unconvinced.  What is clear is 
that this historic election, 
combined with an economic 
crisis of global and epic pro-
portions, has catapulted the 
United States into unchar-
tered waters.  Change has 
most certainly come but the 
full impact of these changes 
remains yet to be seen.  As 
social workers we know that 

FROM THE DESK OF THE DEAN 

PUBLIC GUARDIAN PROGRAM 
Lƴ мффуΣ .ŀǊǊȅ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ 
School of Social Work facili-
tated the public guardian 
program for Broward 
County. The program com-
bines legal and social ser-
vice skills to meet the 
needs of vulnerable adults 
after an adjudication of 
incapacity. It is unique in 

that it applies the Life 
Model approach to guardi-
anship practice.  The Life 
Model views human needs 
and problems as generat-
ing from interactions be-
tween people and their 
environments. The Social 
Worker/Guardian inter-
venes directly with the cli-

ents/wards and the sys-
tems that surround them 
to release potentialities for 
growth, health, and adap-
tive social functioning.  In 
this manner, systems and 
environments are made 
more responsive to our 
wards needs, rights, goals, 
and capacities. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

To all of our Summer and 
Fall 2008 Graduates! 

To Maggie Krol for winning 
ǘƘŜ άbŀƳŜ ƻǳǊ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊέ 

contest! 
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I have enjoyed the chal-
lenge of adjusting to my 
new position at BUSSW as 
the Director of Enrollment 
and Admissions. I was 
busy admitting students 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ Ŧŀƭƭ Ψƻу ǎŜπ
mester and I am presently 
focused on our new ad-
Ƴƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ Ωƻф ǎŜπ
mester.  It truly is inspiring 
to meet individuals who 
are committed to helping 
others and are eager to 

begin their undergraduate 
or graduate education in 
social work.  It is especially 
crucial during these diffi-
cult times that we are fac-
ing as a nation to have 
trained social workers 
who are knowledgeable, 
skilled, and compassion-
ate.  I am very proud to be 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ .ŀǊǊȅΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ 
Social Work and I have 
been attending numerous 
graduate fairs promoting 

our top notch school and 
educating prospective stu-
dents about the profes-
sion of social work.  As 
always please feel wel-
comed to come by my of-
fice for a chat or just a 
quick hello! 

aŀƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƛǎƘŜǎΧ 

Human Services, Advocates 
for Victims Safespace Shel-
ter. Throughout her 21 years 
at this shelter for battered 
women and their children, 
Ms. Fryer has been a staunch 
advocate for victims experi-
encing domestic violence and 
is committed to bringing 
more focus to the needs and 
ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ άǘƘŜ ŦƻǊπ
ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎέΦ aǎΦ CǊȅŜǊ 

The Field Education Depart-
ment would like to recognize 
one of our many outstanding 
Field Educators, Ms. Oscie 
Fryer, M.S.W. Ms. Fryer is a 
1999 graduate of Barry Uni-
versity School of Social Work. 

Ms. Fryer has worked in the 
social work field for over 34 
years and is currently the 
Shelter Administrator for 
Dade County Department of 

has served as a Field Educa-
tor since August 2004, and 
has trained many BSW and 
MSW students. She also 
ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ !ŘǾƛπ
sory Committee. The Field 
Education Department 
wishes to acknowledge her 
valuable contribution to the 
School and community at 
large. 

 

DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS AND ENROLLMENT 

FIELD EDUCATION 

BSW DIRECTOR  
for generalist social work 

practice.  Our fall semester 

has been extremely success-

ful thus far.  We again part-

nered with the North Miami 

Foundation for Senior Citi-

ȊŜƴǎΩ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƴπ

nual Thanksgiving Food 

Drive.  The students from our 

Introduction to Social Work 

course and Helping course 

were successful in raising 

over $2500 in donations to 

benefit homebound senior 

citizens of North Miami.  The 

students delivered 50 bas-

kets to these families the 

weekend before the Thanks-

giving holiday.  I am proud to 

be a part of this community 

and look forward to next 

semester! 

As an alumnae of Barry Uni-

ǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ a{² ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ L ŀƳ 

so excited and honored to be 

back in a different capacity 

as the BSW Program Direc-

tor.  My vision for this pro-

gram is to increase student 

enrollment and to continue 

providing a high quality edu-

cational experience for stu-

dents that will prepare them 

άaY VISION FOR THIS 
PROGRAM IS TO INCREASE 

STUDENT ENROLLMENT AND 
TO CONTINUE PROVIDING A 

HIGH QUALITY EDUCATIONAL 
EXPERIENCE FOR STUDENTS 
THAT WILL PREPARE THEM 

FOR GENERALIST SOCIAL 
WORK PRACTICE.ά 
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Ms. Fryer was highlighted 
for the month of October 
by the Field Department 
in honor of Domestic Vio-
lence month. 

Mabel Rodriguez, LCSW 



There may have been 

many reasons that led you 

to pursue your MSW de-

gree; perhaps you wanted 

to advance in your present 

work environment; or you 

may finally be able to pur-

sue a dream you have had 

for many years.  Whatever 

the reason, all roads lead 

to one place.  That place is 

connected to the core val-

ues demonstrated at 

BUSSW every day by the 

students and faculty.  

Knowledge, truth, service 

and social justice are not 

just mere public relations 

monikers; they drive cur-

riculum and best practice 

standards.  As you pursue 

your MSW you will experi-

ence the challenges of 

deconstruction and re-

building of self and  you 

will make many sacrifices.  

Your horizons will be 

broadened. The filters you 

had before from which 

you view people and life 

will change.  Indeed, you 

will be a different person 

than when you began this 

journey.  You will have 

begun the transformation 

into becoming a profes-

sional social worker.  

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ 

journey!  

their understanding of the 
social problems and the 
strategies that resolve them.  
Its initiative for neighbor-
hood-based community 
building develops and 
strengthens community part-
nerships through stake-
ƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ Ŝƴπ
gagement, education, plan-
ning, mobilization, coordina-
tion and wise resource allo-

Serving as the outreach arm 
of the School of Social Work, 
the Academy for Better Com-
munities (ABC) at Barry Uni-
versity ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ 
resources ς its expertise, 
students, and faculty - to 
solve pressing community 
challenges in South Florida, 
while providing students and 
faculty the opportunity to 
gain experience and deepen 

cation.  The Academy is also 
the delivery point for the 
necessary tools to provide 
quality services, direct social 
change and mobilize to plan 
and implement service and 
system change. Community 
stakeholders are engaged in 
the process of planning, 
monitoring and actively par-
ticipating in strategies that 
improve the community.   

MSW PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

ACADEMY FOR BETTER COMMUNITIES (ABC) 

PALM BEACH/TREASURE COAST CAMPUS 
where students participate in 

study groups, social network-

ing and ultimately form life-

long friendships.  Students 

find that the supportive envi-

ronment and small class sizes 

are conducive to a positive 

learning experience.  Often, 

the students refer to the 

Palm Beach Gardens site as 

άƻƴŜ ōƛƎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅέ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ 

students, faculty and suppor-

tive staff. Additionally, our 

diverse student body brings 

to the program many years 

of work and life experience, 

which adds richness to class-

room discussion.  Students 

are excited about the field of 

social work and it is through 

this excitement that the 

Palm Beach/Treasure Coast 

site delivers excellence in 

social work education! 

The Palm Beach/ Treasure 

Coast site offers students 

part-time enrollment, Satur-

day classes, and flexible field 

placements.  The culture of 

the Palm Beach/Treasure 

Coast site is unique in that 

the intimate setting (i.e. 

space, individualized atten-

tion, student gatherings, 

ŜǘŎΦύ Ƙŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀƴ άŀƭƭ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ōƻŀǘέ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎΣ 

άΦΦΦOUR DIVERSE 
STUDENT BODY 
BRINGS TO THE 

PROGRAM MANY 
YEARS OF WORK AND 

LIFE EXPERIENCES, 
WHICH ADDS 
RICHNESS TO 
CLASSROOM 

DISCUSSIONΦέ 
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ά¢ƘŜ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ ƛƴǾŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǇŜƻπ
ple, strengthens communities, 
and offers effective, innovative 
solutions to social problems 
throughout the contiguous 
South Florida counties of Mi-
ami-Dade, Broward, and Palm 
.ŜŀŎƘΦέ 

Maria Teahan, ACSW,LCSW,CTS 



Jamie Ganger, MSW, is a 

Barry graduate from the 

School of Social Work who is 

utilizing her MSW working 

within a global community. 

¢ŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ 

doing in Thailand. 

In 2007, I completed my 

MSW at Barry. I was working 

at Women In Distress in Ft. 

Lauderdale as a therapist 

after graduation when I dis-

covered this volunteer posi-

tion with the American Refu-

gee Committee International 

(ARC).   

The six month position in-

volved working directly with 

Sexual and Gender-based 

Violence (SGBV) service pro-

viders in two refugee camps 

along the border to build 

their capacity to manage 

SGBV cases in their commu-

nity. The two groups are the 

Gender Based Violence (GBV) 

Program of ARC and the 

SGBV Committee.  I live in a 

small village called Um-

phang in the Tak province of 

Thailand. It is located in the 

middle of a large mountain 

range and is a three hour 

drive from the nearest town. 

  My role here has been that 

of Trainer. Since I have been 

here I have developed train-

ing modules for the GBV and 

SGBV Committees on Gen-

der, SGBV Fundamentals, 

Case Management, Commu-

nity Awareness and Counsel-

ing.  In the last training ses-

sion, I drew from my experi-

ence in Dr. Gray's class and 

role played. We even had 

"reflectors". I think she 

w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n 

proud!  Barry has been a very 

important part of my per-

sonal and professional devel-

opment. The faculty and pro-

fessors have been extremely 

supportive. I am very proud 

to be a Barry graduate and 

look forward to contributing 

to School of Social Work in 

any way that I can.  

  

I feel that Social Work is such 

an important field of work 

and so diverse.   I think that 

International Social Work is a 

very rewarding direction and 

there is a lot of work to be 

done both on the ground and 

in the areas of policy and 

advocacy. 

I would like to include a web-
site about the border situa-
tion:  
  
*  American Refugee Com-
mittee Interna-
tional  www.arcrelief.org  
 *  United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refu-
gees  www.unhcr.org/
country/mmr  
 Thailand Burma Border Con-
sortium www.tbbc.org 

SOCIAL WORK PRACTICE AND GLOBAL ISSUES 

ά L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ 
International Social 
Work is a very 
rewarding direction 
and there is a lot of 
work to be done 
both on the ground 
and in the areas of 
p o l i c y  a n d 
ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅΦ ά 
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https://owa.barry.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=83f7d703cafc469788a17e85225c2a0f&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tbbc.org%2f


Dr. Rosenwald is proud to be a 
member of the social work pro-
fession and is committed to 
student-centered social work 
education.  He teaches founda-
tion and advanced practice 
courses as well as an elective on 
conflict resolution. Originally 
from Maryland, he received his 
B.A. in Sociology and Economics 
from Salisbury University, his 
M.A. in Sociology from Syracuse 
University, and his M.S.W. and 
PhD. in Social Work from the 
University of Maryland, Balti-
more. An advocate for children 
ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ 5ǊΦ wƻǎŜƴǿŀƭŘΩǎ 
post-M.S.W. practice experience 

includes: investigating child 
abuse and neglect; providing 
home-based individual and fam-
ily counseling, crisis interven-
tion, care management and 
advocacy for both youth and 
seniors facing challenges; writ-
ing home studies for an adop-
tion agency; and conducting 
group work with adopted chil-
dren, adult day care residents, 
gay men, and LGBTQ youth. He 
currently practices group work 
in the community, serves as the 
Legislative Chair for the Broward 
County chapter of the National 
Association of Social Workers 
(NASW) and is a licensed clinical 

social worker and a certified 
Florida Supreme Court Family 
Mediator.  He has volunteered 
as a community mediator, a 
trainer with the Alternatives to 
Violence Project, and as a me-
diator and consultant for the 
NASW New York State Chapter 
Ethics Committee. Dr. Rosen-
wald presented nationally at 
conferences hosted by the Child 
Welfare League of America, the 
Council on Social Work Educa-
tion, the American Adoption 
Congress, and the Peace Studies 
Association. 
 

and confidence through 
group support while mak-
ing a contribution to the 
community in practicing 
and upholding the Na-
tional Social Work Code of 
Ethics (NASW).  

 The goals of the 
MSWSO is to promote 
positive social and aca-
demic support systems as 

The Masters of Social 
Work Student Organiza-
tion (MSWSO) was started 
in January 2008 with the 
purpose of enhancing the 
lives of social work stu-
dents in the Master of So-
cial work program at Barry 
University. The intent of 
the organization is to pro-
vide mentoring, advocacy 

well as provide commu-
nity outreach opportuni-
ties and promote school 
pride.  

Carol Frazier:   Ą 

 President 

Elise Preira:      Ą 

 Vice-President 

FACULTY PROFILE 

MSW STUDENT ORGANIZATION 

STUDENT PROFILE 
his important projects is 
the Community Oriented 
Policing (C.O.P.) program 
Mike is presently doing his 
field placement at the 
Mental Health Depart-
ment of the Palm Beach 
county Detention Center.  
aƛƪŜΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
the community and  police 
work has integrated  
amazingly well with the 

practice standards and 
values of social work.  
Mike has a deep commit-
ment to the community. 
He believes social work 
adds another layer of ex-
pertise and  service which 
allows him to assist vul-
nerable populations ex-
periencing challenges with 
issues of social justice and  
life changing events.  

Colonel Michael Gauger is 
presently a student at 
BUSSW Palm Beach Cam-
pus and is scheduled to 
graduate with his MSW 
degree December 2008.  
Recently he was profiled 
in the third quarter issue 
of GEOWorld Magazine.  
Mike has been affiliated 
ǿƛǘƘ tŀƭƳ .ŜŀŎƘ {ƘŜǊǊƛŦŦΩǎ 
Office since  1971.  One of 
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òSocial work is a fantastic profes-

sion that champions twin commit-
ƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΩ 
lives and the communities in 
which they reside.   By focusing 
on empowering  individuals and 
making communities more just, 
social work continues to serve its 
role as a vanguard of the profes-
ǎƛƻƴǎΦέ 

Colonel Michael Gauger 


