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²ƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ wŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴΦ 
Ms. Mays has served as the 

placement  coordinator of 

BUSSW students at Jackson 
Memorial Hospital for their field 
internship at the advanced clini-
cal level. 
 

She was responsible for assign-
ing students to the various units 
throughout the hospital.  She 
was always willing to go above 
and beyond in working with our 
students to foster their profes-
sional  development.  Oftenς 
times she had to explore  oppor-
tunities for students to engage  

 an active member of the 
{ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ 
by which social work practitio-
ners advise the Dean of the 
School and the Field Education 
Director on matters related to 
field policies and procedures as 
well as providing agency-
focused input on curriculum 
issues. She recently participated 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻƴ {ƻŎƛŀƭ 
²ƻǊƪ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀπ
tion site visit, and the site visi-
tors commended the School on 
the Field Education Department 
as a result of the very positive 
participation and input from 
this committee. 
 

Ms. Parker-Sobers, NASW-
Broward Unit Educator of the Year 
2010, has been an active partner 
with Barry University School of 
Social Work for many years.    

Ms. Parker-Sobers has served as a 
Barry University School of Social 
Work  Field Educator, in which she 
coordinates and supervises stu-
dents placed in the Broward 
County School system for their 
field internship. The numbers of 
students placed with her are usu-
ally large since she is responsible 
for assigning them to various 
schools throughout her district.  

Ms. Parker-Sobers has also been   

in providing group work inter-
vention with clients in order 
to facilitate the integration of 
the class work with the field 
experience. She always per-
formed her role in an exem-
plary manner in ensuring the 
quality training of our stu-
dents. 

On behalf of Barry University 
School of Social Work, Ms. 
Patricia Mays was presented 
with a plaque of appreciation 
for her commitment and con-
tribution to social work educa-
tion. 

Ms. Parker-Sobers, MSW chosen Educa-
tor of the Year 2010 by the Broward 

NASW unit is presented her award by Ms. 

Gala Munnings, MSW  Director of 

Field Education Barry University. 

Patricia Mays, MSW was hon-

ored upon her retirement at the 

Jackson Health System Social 
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ñWhere I am is not by 
any mistake or chance, 
ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ōŜƭƻƴƎΦέ 

Deborah Porter joined Barry ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ 

School of Social Work in Fall 2009. She decided to 
pursue a Masters in Social Work to enhance her 
ability to minister effectively.  Social Work and 
Ministry both are about empowering people.  
Deborah finds that her social work values and 
religious values line up very closely. As a minister, 
there are many issues that members bring to 
church, such as the need for counseling, thera-
peutic care, and advocacy. Understanding the 
role of spirituality and religion in the lives of our 
community is extremely important. This has as-
sisted Deborah with insights into how she can 
intervene more effectively. άMy prayer for you is, may 

DƻŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΗέ 

  BSW Spotlight                                                IôLisa Russell 

άIt is a sense of commit-

ment that is essential to 
Ƴȅ ǎƻǳƭΦέ 

5ŜōƻǊŀƘΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭƭ-being of the 
community from a faith-based perspective which in-
cludes social work strategies. Her desire is to provide a 
major focus on empowering people who are vulner-
able, oppressed, and living in poverty.  Proverbs 31: 8-
ф ǎŀȅǎΣ ά{ǇŜŀƪ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŦƻǊ 
themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. 
Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the 
ǇƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘȅΦέ   

ά¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭƛƎπ

ion in the lives of our community is extremely 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦέ 

LΩ[ƛǎŀ wǳǎǎŜƭƭ is a cheerful senior at Barry University 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ LΩ[ƛǎŀ 
came to Barry from the Bahamas in Fall 2008.   
LΩ[ƛǎŀΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ .ŀǊǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ  !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅΣ LΩ[ƛǎŀ 
met new friends her first day of social work classes 
ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŀȅΦ LΩ[ƛǎŀ 
also grew to appreciate and share a special bond 
with her professors and other faculty and staff in 
ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪΦ  LΩ[ƛǎŀΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
faculty members have all contributed in helping 
ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ LΩ[ƛǎŀ ǘŜƭƭǎ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦΣ 
άǿƘŜǊŜ L ŀƳ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ōȅ ŀƴȅ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ƻǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ 
ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ōŜƭƻƴƎΦέ 

!ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ LΩ[ƛǎŀΩǎ 
confidence level has increased, and she is always 
willing to lend a helping hand. While she may be 
ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƻŦǘ ǎǇƻƪŜƴΣ LΩ[ƛǎŀ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ 
ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΦ LΩ[ƛǎŀΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛƴ 
every way possible.   She finds it quite easy to bal-
ance academic work with extracurricular activities.  
LΩ[ƛǎŀ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ ƘŜǊ ƎǊŀŘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 
involved with activities on campus, as well as, in 
ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  CƻǊ LΩ[ƛǎŀΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ 

of commitment that is essential to her soul.LΩ[ƛǎŀΩǎ 
service involvements as a BSW student are 
through the Barry University School of Social Work, 
the Alpha Phi Sorority, and as a member of the 
Barry community include:  

active membership of the Student Social Work Asso-
ciation, participation in Social Work Lobby Day in 
Spring 2009 , spearheaded, the annual Thanksgiving 
Drive for Senior Citizens in the Fall of 2008, currently  
the Vice-President of Chapter Operations in the Al-
pha Phi Sorority, volunteered on the Florida Breast 
Health Initiative, participated in the Broward County 
Heart Walk, worked with Habitat for Humanity, cur-
rently working to raise help for Haiti, participated in 
the Martin Luther King Day Challenge assisting in the 
beautification of a local elementary school by land-
scaping, member of the Order of Omega, a Greek 
Honor Society, member of a Social Science Honor 
Society, Pi Gamma Mu,  and nominated for the An-
ƴǳŀƭ {ǘΦ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΩǎ !ǿŀǊŘΦ 
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Dr. Neta Kolasa, an esteemed Alum of 

Barry University School of Social Work 

όa{² ΨтрύΣ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŘŜŘƛπ

ŎŀǘŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ .ŀǊǊȅΩǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ ¢Ǌǳǎπ

tees.  Through the philanthropy and 

skilled management of the Kolasa Trust 

and Foundation, Dr. Kolasa continues 

to give back and honor the memory of 

her husband.   The goal of this award is 

to acknowledge outstanding MSW stu-

dents who exhibit dedication, commit-

ment, and professionalism in practicing 

the values and skills of professional 

social work.  Dr. Kolasa presented this 

prestigious award to MSW students: 

Philip Cline, Jomari Rosado, and Shakti 

Sutriasa in Spring 2010. 

Dr. Neta Kolasa esteemed Alumni 

Barry University School of Social 

²ƻǊƪ όa{² Ψтрύ 

 Student Honors                               by Pam Millenbach  

KUDOS to the following BSW students 
who are members of an Honor Society 
or will be inducted into one in May!  
They are to be congratulated for their 
hard work and commitment to the field 
of Social Work.  As they continue their 
journey of preparing themselves as 
helping professionals, let us continue to 
lend them our support! 

Delta Epsilon Iota Honor Society 

Jessica Dominguez 

Tina Greene 

Nicole Mullins 

Princess Saunders 

Kappa Gamma Pi Honor Society 

Chasity Wogerman 

Pi Gamma Mu International Honor 
Society for Social Sciences 

Anabel Gomez 

LΩ[ƛǎŀ wǳǎǎŜƭƭ 

Kelly Ryan 

Alpha Chi Honor Society 

LΩ[ƛǎŀ wǳǎǎŜƭƭ  

Delta Epsilon Sigma Honor Society 

Natalie Holtzman  

 May 2010 

Sigma Alpha Pi Honor Society 

Chantel Copeland  

Please note photos or articles submitted to Social Work Compass have been  

authorized by participants and/or credit to author stated. 
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 Faculty Spotlight                  Dr. Sharron Singleton  

Dr. Sharron M. Singleton joined the Barry 

faculty in 1993 and in addition to her role as 

Associate Professor; she has previously held 

the positions of Associate Dean and Director 

of the Bachelor of Social Work Program.  She 

holds a BSW degree from Norfolk State Uni-

versity, an MSW from Ohio State University, 

and a DSW from Howard University. 

In addition to teaching across the Human 

Behavior and the Social Environment, Re-

search, and Methods of Direct Practice se-

quences, Dr. Singleton serves as chair person 

and committee person on several doctoral 

dissertation committees. In the 2009-2010 

academic year alone she participated on 

four (one of which she chaired) and three of 

the students will be graduating with their 

Ph.D. in May, 2010. She is a passionate 

teacher, advisor, and mentor of undergradu-

ate, graduate, and doctoral students, and 

she continues to mentor former students 

long after they have graduated from Barry 

University.  In fact, she assisted two students 

who were interested in writing about their 

experience as social work students. Both 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ bŜǿ 

Social Worker, an online journal. 

Dr. Singleton provides community service to 

Barry University, the social work community 

through her service on the executive board 

for the Miami Area Geriatric Education Cen-

ter Intensive Geriatric Training where she 

trains multi-disciplinary professionals for 

practice with older individuals.  

ñI have a real 
passion for help-
ing future social 
work students to 

grow and de-
velop their own 
ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦΧΦέ  

5ǊΦ {ƛƴƎƭŜǘƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ άǊŜŀƭ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ ŘŜπ

velop their own sense of self while cultivating the values, knowledge, and skills for competent practice. 

So I try to teach in a very interactive way. I challenge students, push students, and support students 

while holding them accountable for demonstrating to me that they [the student] will be practitioners 

ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŜƭ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ 

This academic year she has presented at several 

University-sponsored conferences events 

(Fighting Poverty and the Peer Leadership Sum-

mit); School/Program-based events (e.g. Educa-

tion Association of Barry on Recognizing signs of 

child abuse); and discipline specific events such 

ŀǎ ά!ƴ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5{a-IV TR diagnostic 

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ǊƻǿŀǊŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƻŦ 

b!{² ŀƴŘ άwŜǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎǎ ŦƻǊ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀπ

ǘƛƻƴ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ǊƻǿŀǊŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 

Association of Oncology Social Workers. She is 

ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ά/ƘƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ 

ŀŘƻƭŜǎŎŜƴǘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ǊƻǿŀǊŘ 

County School Social Workers Association an-

nual conference on March 26, 2010; will be trav-

eling (with Dr. Pierce) in April to Chicago to pre-

ǎŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ŀǘƛƴƻ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 

annual conference and will also be presenting 

with Dr. Rosenwald at the Florida Chapter of 

b!{²Ωǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  

Dr. Singleton has co-authored 4 journal articles 

currently under review for possible publication 

in Social Work and the Journal of Social Work 

Education. She is also currently conducting col-

laborative research with her peers, Dr. Lewis, 

Dr. Pierce and Dr. Whelley. 
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  Faculty Spotlight                 Dr. Sarah Lewis  

Dr. Sarah Lewis, Associate Professor of Social 
Work, joined the faculty of Barry University's 
School of Social Work in 2003.  Prior to coming to 
Barry, she served on the faculty of Columbia Uni-
versity School of Social Work.  Dr. Lewis received 
her B.S.W. from Florida Atlantic University, her 
MSW from Barry University, and her PhD. from 
Florida State University.   

Dr. Lewis brings to Barry a diverse background in 
professional social work practice experience as 
well as extensive research experience in the ar-
eas of adherence to medication in chronically ill 
populations, psychosocial issues related to HIV/
AIDS, crisis intervention, domestic violence, and 
instrument design.  She is currently on the Con-
sumer Advisory Group for the Behavior Social 
Scientist Group to develop and implement an 
ongoing system of obtaining input from target 
consumers in implementing evidenced based 
practice interventions in HIV/AIDS community 
ōŀǎŜŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  5ǊΦ [ŜǿƛǎΩ ǊƻƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ 
that considerations of cultural competency and 
linguistic and educational appropriateness are 
incorporated into all training and educational 
materials used in building the capacity of HIV 
community based organizations.  There are only 
10 members on the advisory group in the coun-
try. 

ά²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ōǊŜŀǘƘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƘƻǇŜΦέ 

Dr. Lewis has publications in the areas of 
research design, HIV/AIDS, health behavior 
and organizational restructuring, crisis in-
tervention, and domestic violence. She has 
presented her work extensively both na-
tionally and internationally. Her most re-
ŎŜƴǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ άCƻƻŘ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ 
among HIV infected crack-cocaine users in 
!ǘƭŀƴǘŀ ŀƴŘ aƛŀƳƛέ ƛƴ Public Health and 
Nutrition in February, 2010 with N. Vegen-
thaler, MD., and Lisa Metsch, PhD.  

She has a strong belief in community/
university collaboration which is backed by 
her commitment to assist community-
based organizations in adapting, adopting, 
or developing effective HIV prevention in-
terventions. Dr. Lewis has served on the 
boards of several community-based organi-
zations (Public Health Departments, Com-
prehensive AIDS Program, Project Hope, 
Families First, and Zen Village) and has re-
ceived several awards for her commitment 
to community service.  

5ǊΦ [Ŝǿƛǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΦ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƭƭǿŀȅǎΣ 

in her office, on the phone, and in the heart. Because she is a true social worker at heart, she teaches 

with passion and tells her students that if they believe that they have the power to helpτthey also 

have the power to hurtτƛǘ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀƴŘ 

ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦ {ƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǇŀǎǎƛǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ 

participatory one that requires effort on multiple levels.  They have to think about what is being said, 

integrate it into what they already know, and think forward to practice scenarios with which they may 

face. 

ά[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ 

passive experi-

ence; it is an ac-

tive participatory 

ƻƴŜΦέ 
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The morning concluded with a fabulous pres-

entation by Dr. Mark Smith of the School 

of Social Work, who is recognized for his ex-

pertise in work with disaster and trauma. 

Professor Smith addressed family and com-

munity focused interventions as preferred 

practices following disasters. After describing 

the types of reactions and needs that families 

are likely to experience following disaster, he 

identified emerging strategies for working 

with disaster impacted families and communi-

ties. 

A comprehensive overview of the journey of the 

universal experience of loss and grief was pre-

sented by Professor  Maria Teahan, Director 

of the Master of Social Work Program at Barry, 

with extensive background and experience in the 

field of trauma, loss and grief. Her thoughts re-

garding the unique elements of the grief process, 

issues of cultural competency in assessment and 

intervention, and professional self-care left all 

wanting more! 

A large involved group of South Florida helping professionals, both social service providers and numerous Barry University students, recently 

gathered on the Barry campus, in solidarity with the local Haitian population, to explore issues of loss and grief following the recent devastating 

earthquake in Haiti. Participants in the morning workshop arrived with a desire to learn how they can best be of service to those arriving at their 

doorsteps. 

Helping Professionals in Solidarity with Those  
Experiencing Grief and Loss       by Pam Millenbach 

Culturally Responsive Family Practice 

with Those Who Have Experienced 

Trauma and Grief 

Dr. Evelyn Cartright, Professor of English and 

Director of the Africana Studies Program at Barry 

began the day with a reflection on her personal 

struggle with a crippling loss. She poignantly 

weaved her insights on how to minister in a cultur-

ally sensitive manner to the many people living in 

South Florida affected by the recent earthquake in 

Haiti.   

Dealing With Grief in a Culturally Sensitive Way:  

A Personal Reflection on the Experience of Loss 

and Grief from the Perspective of the Haitian 

Culture. 

The Human Journey with Grief and 

Loss 

Listen to Their Dreams: Random Thoughts from a 

Helping Professional in Response to the Needs of 

the South Florida Haitian Community. 

The Executive Director of the Haitian Neighbor-

hood Center, Sant La, Ms. Gepsie Metellus, ad-

dressed the unique needs of the Haitian commu-

nity of South Florida experiencing the many issues 

associated with the loss of family and friends as a 

result of the earthquake. She described the at-

tempts of a well recognized service organization in 

the community as they strive to respond to these 

needs. She was inundated with questions from the 

participants, 

Maria Teahan, MSW Program Director; Dr. Brett Engle, 

Assistant Professor; Tina Green, President of the SSW Stu-

dent Association and Dr. Mark Smith, Assistant Professor. 

Professor Pam Millenbach 

Coordinator, Professional SW 
Conference 
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.ŀǊǊȅ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪ tǊƻǳŘƭȅ  
Invites Bernard Mayer 

Thank you, Bernard Mayer         by Claudette Bailey, BSW Stu-

dent 

TO COMMEMORATE THE 15TH ANNIVERSARY OF HIS BOOK, BERNARD 
MAYER HAS GIVEN AWAY 5,000 COPIES OF  

 

Entombed: My True Story-How Forty-Five Jews Lived Underground and 
Survived the Holocaust 

``We have to preserve the 

memory of the people 

who perished, and only 

young people can do it.'' 

Mr. Mayer received his MSW from Barry University School of Social Work in 1977 

aǊΦ aŀȅŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ мл-foot-by 30-foot underground bunker.  This is 
where Mr. Mayer, his mother, older brother and more than 40 other Jews hid for 18 months 

It is a story of survival, resiliency and courage from a man intimately familiar with oppression and 
concerns over social justice 

άThe man who took this picture [Entombed cover photo] was a friend of the family,'' said Mayer, 82. 

ȫȫIŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜΣέ ȫIƻƭŘ ǘƘƛǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƻǿǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŎŀƳǇΦΩ 

`` `If you survive, you'll be able to show people how it was.' '' 

Thank you, Bernard Mayer       
For reminding me that        
Overcomers, Black or White, 
Jew or Gentile,                        
Rich or poor                               
Are kindred souls in quest for                                     
Peace and brotherhood.         
On, on we labor!                      
We know what lies ahead ς A 
place of harmony and rest. 

Who could conceive of such an 
act                                         
!Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎƻƴΚ     
Who would scorn and savagely 
pursue                                     
Another child of God?            
You shared a common place of 
refuge                                   
Within a bunker deep,          
Entombed in Mother Earth.    

Savored hope of freedom,    
Which, halting and distant in 
the mist                                                 
Did not disappoint. 

Teach us, Bernard Mayer           
Lest we forget                             
How subtly evil usurps decency 
and mutual esteem;                    
We, like colors of the rainbow,     
A motley blend of hue and 
song                                         
This day in solemn voice,         
5ƛǎƳŀƴǘƭŜ WŜǊƛŎƘƻΩǎ ǿŀƭƭǎ              
Of hatred and oppression. 

Never again, we say;                
Never will we be branded           
For merely being a people!          
Six million still entombed bear 
witness 

 ¢ƻ /ŀƛƴΩǎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅΤ                        
While fiddlers played a merry 
song                                         
Innocents clamored for an-
other chance at life. 

Your smile and humor, Bernard 
Mayer                                                  
Repaired a heart once broken; 

They could not break your 
spirit!                                  
Though stripped of family and 
home, you stood.                        
Today we stand with you;             
hǳǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƪŜŜǇŜǊΣ ŀ ŎƻƳπ
mon goal                                                                    
A chain of love, eternal and 
complete,                                                    
Thank you, Bernard Mayer. 
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Donôt Cry Mother      by Marie G. Nelson, MSW Student  

Although your journey so far has been 
dreadful                                                    

Although your appearance has changed                          
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ōƻƴŜΨǎ ōǊƻƪŜƴ    

5ƻƴΩǘ ŎǊȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ                                     
Although you are not appreciated                      

Although your sacrifices seemed to be 
never enough                                                           

Although when thinking of you           
ά{ƘŀƳŜŘέ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ 

some of your very own will agree       

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎǊȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ                     

Instead, believe in yourself                                          

Believe that you will once again survive it 

all                                                                             

Only because you possess the most essen-

ǘƛŀƭ ǘƻƻƭ άȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎȅέ                       

¢ƘǳǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎǊȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ                                 

Instead, go ahead mother and make those 

of us who believe in you very proud                                                                           

Get to your feet and keep on trying! 

¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άǊŜǎǘŀǾŜƪέ ƻǊ άǎǘŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘέ  ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ 
children of extremely poor and often rural Hai-
tian families, who are sent to larger cities to 
άǎǘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘέ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘƭȅ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 
better off economically.  The hope is that they 
will find a better life and to attend school. Un-
fortunately, most of these children become 
domestic slaves, and are required to do heavy 
household chores, and are rarely sent to 
school. It is estimated that there are over 
300,000 restaveks in Haiti, many as young as 
the age of five. Almost 2/3 are girls. In Haitian 
society women do the housework, and these 
little girls assume this role in their new homes. 
Stepping out of line often leads to a heavy 
ǿƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άrigwazέΣ ŀ ǊǳŘƛƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǿƘƛǇ 
usually used on donkeys.  Medical treatment is 
rarely given for their injuries or if they are sick.  
Many of these girls are also expected to sexu-
ally initiate the male children of the household, 
adding a sexual component to the physical 
abuse. 

The majority of restaveks come from rural ar-
eas, where there is relatively no access to so-
cial services such as education or healthcare. 
Rudimentary farming practices give people 
barely enough to survive and the lack of infra-
structure and viable roads  make it almost im-
possible to sell their crops.  Many see their 
lives in the countryside as bleak, with no hope  

for a brighter future.  

The question is how we can, as social work-

ers help remedy the situation.  Clearly 

there is a need for change in Haiti.  But just 

as clear is the fact that the problems in 

Haiti are deeply rooted in a most basic 

struggle for survival, justifying exploitation 

of others for the interests of the self. There 

ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŀ άǿƛƴŘƻǿ ƻŦ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅέ ǘƻ ōŜ 

bring about change.  As aid money flows 

into the country following the earthquake, 

Haiti is now in the international spotlight, 

offering the opportunity to alleviate the 

extreme poverty, and to establish social 

services that many never even knew could 

or should exist.  

We can set a goal of eradicating this prac-

tice, which exploits the most vulnerable 

members of society, the children.  By focus-

ing on their strengths, and working toward 

empowering them as a people and as a 

nation, we can help Haiti rebuild by directly 

targeting the flaw that offends all of hu-

manity: that of childhood slavery.  

Colleen M. Mourra, MSW Stu-

dent, delivered a powerful power 
point presentation in Dr. Debra 
[ŀŎŜȅΩǎ I.{9 LL Ŏƭŀǎǎ  ƻƴ 
Restaveks in Haiti.  Colleen grew 
up in Haiti until moving to Miami 
8 years ago.  While living in Haiti, 
she witnessed the oppression 
that remains part of the Haitian 
culture.   

Restaveks in Haiti        by Colleen M. Mourra, MSW Student  

ά5ŜǎǇŀƛǊ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ǳǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ά5ŜǎǇŀƛǊ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ǳǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 

ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊέǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊέ  

--Beyond BordersBeyond Borders 

Ms. Nelson was inspired to 

write this poem by ñthe tears 

and suffering of the Haitian 

people. It is also inspired by 

the fear of the unknown in the 

eyes of the children of Haiti.ò 
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 Barry University School of Social Work students and faculty stormed Tallahassee along with 600 other social workers! 

ά¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

your legisla-

ture is one 

thing, under-

standing the 

process is 

ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦέ 

ά¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

challenges such 

as these makes 

us more resil-

ient.  As profes-

sional social 

workers we do 

make the best of 

the opportuni-

ǘƛŜǎ ƎƛǾŜƴΦέ 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀǎ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 

social worker every 

social work student 

should take the 

time to attend one 

of these events so 

they can under-

stand what it takes 

for a bill to be 

ǇŀǎǎŜŘΦέ 

άL ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳŜƴǘ 

with the right to contact  representatives when I feel 

ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŎŀǳǎŜΦέ                         

άL ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ōƛƭƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ 

ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻƴΦέ 




