
A quarterly spotlight recognizing excellence in grant development by a Barry University employee

This issue profiles the research and
professional accomplishments of 
Gerhild Packert, PhD, associate dean 

and professor for the College of Health
Sciences and program director for the 
Allied Health Professions Program.  

To assert that Dr. Packert is an
accomplished scientist in the areas of genetics,
histology and microbiology would be as
egregious an understatement as one can
imagine but would, most assuredly, cause this
gracious academic to blush and, subsequently,
trip over herself to point out the many
colleagues who’ve contributed to her research.
The complex science to which Dr. Packert
has dedicated her life, compounded by many
layers of specialized clinical and didactic study,
could very easily have destined her for a career
of solitary research and individual prestige.
Rather, Dr. Packert seeks out cross-
disciplinary research projects that benefit
from the collaboration of scientists with
varied backgrounds and experiences.    

“The only way you can be successful in
achieving your dreams in an academic
environment is to be a team player and 
work with others who share your philosophy,”
Dr. Packert said.  “I have been fortunate that
this type of climate exists at Barry.  The team
I refer to encompasses everyone – my faculty
peers, staff, students and University
administrators.”   

Dr. Packert is currently serving as principal
investigator on the largest research grant
Barry University has received in its 71-year
history – a $2 million award from the 

U.S. Department of Defense (DOD).  
A collaborative effort with the School of
Podiatric Medicine and its dean, Dr. Jeffrey
Jensen, the two-year project will study the
effects of nitric oxide on wound infections
and could result in the manufacturing of
emergency medical equipment to treat
soldiers injured in combat.       

This is the second DOD grant awarded to
Barry University and Dr. Packert.  In 2010,
she and Dr. Evelio Velis, Health Services
Administration Program director, received a
$1.2 million grant to test water samples.  The
results of the study will be used to address
military and humanitarian needs. 

A native of Germany, Dr. Packert came to
the United States in 1981.  She received her
BS in microbiology and her MS and PhD in
biology from the University of Central
Florida. In 1995, she learned that there was a
geneticist conducting research using fruit flies 
at Barry University in Miami Shores. When
Dr. Packert contacted Barry to discuss the

research, she was referred to Sister John Karen
Frei, who informed her that the geneticist had
left but that the University was looking for
an adjunct professor.  Dr. Packert accepted
the position.  Over the next 15 years, she
ascended through the academic ranks with
notable speed and accomplishment.  Most
recently, she was appointed director of basic
sciences at Barry University’s new Paul &
Margaret Brand Research Center. 

In collaboration with her faculty peers, 
Dr. Packert has been awarded more than
$5.3 million in federal grants funding.
Over the course of her distinguished career,
she has received numerous fellowships and
awards. When pressed to highlight the
commendation she is most proud of, 
Dr. Packert responds in earnest:  Barry
University’s Outstanding Apple Award, an
award bestowed to a professor by his/her
students in recognition of excellence in
personal engagement and mentoring.  

This fall, in addition to facilitating two of
the largest grants in the University’s history,
developing research curriculum for students 
at the Brand Center, and serving as professor
and associate dean, Dr. Packert will begin her
master’s studies in photography here at Barry;
she will be examining the linkages between
art and science. Regardless of the type of
lens through which Dr. Packert views the
world, her discoveries will continue to
influence the personal and academic
perspectives of colleagues, students
and peers. 

Gerhild Packert, PhD
Separating Cells and Building Teams 

It’s people like this who move Barry forward.  If you are interested in pursuing a grant opportunity 
or have any questions, please contact the Office of Grant Programs at 305-899-3072.  
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By Shannon Faison, Grants Specialist, Office of Grant Programs


