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supported by the 
National Institutes of 
Health to provide 
research opportunities 
for students. RISE 
students major in biology 
and chemistry and are 
paid an hourly wage to 
carry out research with 
faculty on-campus 
during the semesters 
and off-campus during 
the summers. 

The RISE program 
supports the ROADS 
Research Club. The club 
provides authentic group 
research experiences 
for freshmen and 
sophomores in the 
sciences. Contact Dr. 
Michael Robinson at 
305-899-4930, 
mprobinson@mail.
barry.edu, or visit the 
website at http://www.
barry.edu/mbrsrise/
programactivities/roads.
htm. New students can 
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Flona Redway, Ph.D., 
RISE Program Director 
Michael Robinson, Ph.D., 
ROADS Coordinator
Norma Barrera, BS, 
RISE Administrative 
Assistant About the Program ..........................................................................    pg 1 

Recent Graduates .............................................................................    pg 1 
Welcome New RISE Students .....................................................    pg 1 
By the Bench .......................................................................................    pg 2
ROADS Research Club ...................................................................    pg 3 
Alumni Profile ......................................................................................    pg 4

Student Accomplishments ...........................................................  pg 5 
Alumni Updates .................................................................................  pg 6
Faculty Accomplishments ............................................................  pg 7 
Summer Research Presentations’ Series, Fall 2016 ..........  pg 7 
Student Attendance & Presentations ......................................  pg 8
End of Semester Party ...................................................................  pg 8 

Research Initiative for Scientific Enhancement (RISE)

Welcome New RISE Students

Pictured from left to right: 
Jocelyn Baquier (Chemistry – Sophomore)
Marissa Jones (Biology – Sophomore)

Recent Graduates | May 2016

From left to right: Kendymill Taveras, Dr. Flona Redway, RISE 
student Mariana Ruiz, and Tashalyn Begon.

From left to right: Dr. Flona Redway, 
Diana Cordero (RISE), Norma Barre-
ra, Mariana Ruiz (RISE), Kevin Williams 
(RISE), Peter Nwokoye and Jasmine 

College of Arts and Sciences | Fall 2016

RISE Student Alice Nakasone. 

Bachelor of Science Degrees
Kingston, Shanika  (Chem/Biology)
Nakasone, Alice     (Biology)
Ruiz, Mariana         (Biology)



By the Bench
In spring 2016, Bertina Telusma, a rising senior, Biology 
major, spent the semester at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT).  Below is an article taken from MIT’s 
online newsletter: https://biology.mit.edu/outreach_
initiatives/bench. Bertina was also featured on Barry’s 
website:https://www.barry.edu/biology/news/article.
html?id=26515 

“I love research!” is one of the first things we hear Bertina 
say when she takes a moment from her experiments to 
chat with us. A middle child with two older sisters and two 
younger brothers, Bertina loves dancing in her free time, 
especially Compas, a meringue-style dance with Haitian 
roots. Bertina’s family immigrated to Florida from Haiti in 
2008 and Haiti has a special place in her heart. “It was a 
big transition”, she says. “Growing up in Haiti made me 
see firsthand how medicine can alleviate sickness, and 
so I wanted to become a doctor when I grow up. I went 
to Barry University in Florida and there I tried the RISE 
program (Research Initiative for Scientific Enhancement) 
and I learned about doing research as a career. It was very 
demanding but it really helped my science.”

Bertina Telusma is a junior at Barry University in Miami 
Shores, Florida, where she did research for almost 2 years 
in Dr. Teresa Petrino-Lin lab and studied Polycomb genes 
in zebrafish. Last year, Bertina was selected to participate 
in the highly competitive MIT Biology Summer Research 
Program (MSRP-Bio) and spent 10 weeks working in the 
laboratory of Dr. David Page. With her graduate student 
mentor, Mina Kojima, Bertina was looking for binding 
proteins of STRA8, protein required for pre-meiotic 
DNA replication in mice. “I did lots of IPs and Westerns 
and found two binding partners,” Bertina says excitedly. 
Bertina presented her summer research at the ABRCMS 
conference in November 2015 and won a poster award.
w    Bertina’s time at MIT did not end with the 2015 MSRP-
Bio. “On the first day of the summer program Steve Bell 
gave a talk to us and it was amazing.” 

Bertina contacted him to learn more and eventually 
decided to dive into research more deeply. “Mandana 
Sassanfar (note: director of MSRP-Bio) contacted the 
director of the RISE program and the dean of the college 
at Barry who agreed to let me participate in a research 
semester in Steve Bell’s lab at MIT”, explains Bertina. It is 
the first time when the MIT Biology department is trying 
to extend the research experience of an MSRP student by 
offering them a semester - long opportunity.  In January, 
Bertina participated in the intensive MIT Quantitative 
Biology Workshop and since then, she has been doing 
research in the Bell lab full-time. Bertina was also 
nominated by MIT Biology faculty Cathy Drennan for the 
prestigious HHMI EXROP program and was selected. The 
EXROP program will allow her to continue in her work in 
the Bell lab through the summer 2016 supported by the 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute.

“The Bell lab studies DNA replication in yeast. My project 
aims to get a better understanding of how ORC (Origin 
Recognition Complex) binds DNA and recruits multiple 
proteins to unwind DNA and initiate replication”, describes 
Bertina. She is investigating the molecular mechanism of 
ORC function using nanobodies (single domain antibodies) 
and a helicase loading assay. “Steve is a great mentor, 
really present in the lab. I meet with him every week to 
look at data,” Bertina says. “If I have questions people in 
the lab help me - I have no assigned mentor and so I have 
complete independence in the lab which is great.” Bertina 
feels very fortunate. “My responsibility is to take advantage 
of my opportunities and give back. Now I am thinking 
about definitely going to graduate school. I really like 
science, so definitely a PhD - it is another way to give back 
and make a difference.” 
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Mariana Ruiz (RISE 2016) 
“The RISE program not only 
helped me take the necessary 
steps to continue on with my 
education but also a lifetime 
worth of memories and 
friends that have become my 
bio family.”

STUDENT QUOTE
Ricardo DeMoya (RISE 
2013) “The Research 
Initiative for Scientif-
ic Enhancement (RISE) 
program was one of the 
most challenging and 
rewarding experiences of 
my scientific career. The 
training I received more 
than prepared me for my 
future career and result-
ed in my acceptance to 
a graduate program at a 
top ranking university, the 
University of Pittsburgh. I 
will forever be indebted to 
my mentors and advisors 
who shaped me into the 
graduate student I am 
today! The RISE program 
challenges you to perform 
sound research and gives 
you all the tools to meet 
the challenge!”

NEWS



ROADS Research Club Creating 
Experiences in Research & Beyond

This past year, the student members of the ROADS 
research club worked further on the biology of male house 
crickets, Acheta domesticus.  Specifically, the students 
tested an important hypothesis in evolutionary biology: 
whether there is a trade-off between direct and indirect 
benefits to choosy females. 

Females can choose mates that provide direct benefits.  
Direct benefits increase the number of offspring of a 
female.  In crickets, a male can provide more direct 
benefits if that male has more and/or higher quality sperm.  
Indirect benefits are genetic benefits that improve the 
genetic quality of a female’s offspring.  Because symmetry 
is related to developmental stability, it is an important 
indicator of a male’s genetic quality.  These traits both 
require energy and with limited energy budgets, it is 
possible that they might be inversely correlated.  Over the 
course of this project, the mostly freshman club members 
developed basic research skills including morphometric 
data collection and molecular protein analysis.  They also 
learned important aspects of research including statistical 
analyses and how to write and present a research poster.  
The club members collected and analyzed sufficient data 
over the year so that in the spring they submitted two 
abstracts for presentations at local and statewide scientific 
meetings. 

In February, several 
ROADS members 
attended the sixth annual 
Florida Undergraduate 
Research Conference at 
the University of Tampa 
and presented their 
research as a poster.  
Presenters of the poster 
entitled “Fluctuating 
asymmetry and molecular 
quality 

in house crickets, Acheta domesticus,” were Jocelyn 
Baquier, Leanne Jalique, Alicia Carabarin, Mernyka Webster 
and Jean Sylvain Their co-authors were Chelsea Bain, 
Roudy Charles, Anton Stremousov, Kirill Stremousov, 
Lusanda Nogxina, Foumi Oni, Darrell Henry, Ariana 
Connor, Angel Tapia, Michelle Valdes, Autumn Leone and 
Dr. Michael  Robinson.  In March, many club members 
presented a second poster at Barry University’s 8th annual 
STEM Symposium; Mernyka Webster was the lead author, 
and there were a few new club members whose work in 
the spring was recognized by their addition to the poster 
as co-authors: Lavannia Raguthu, Taila Garrett and Jesse 
Aronson.  

In addition to the research and research-related activities, 
members of ROADS participated in two major off-campus 
activities as part of ROADS’ cultural experiences.  In 
November club members attended a performance of The 
Barber of Seville at the Adrienne Arsht Center, and in 
April they participated in a coral reef snorkeling trip in the 
Florida Keys.
 

 

Mernyka Webster, Alicia Carabarin, Lusanda Nogxina, Leanne 
Jalique, Jocelyn Baquier, Foumi Oni and Shyaira Dineen at The 
Barber of Seville. 

Mernyka Webster, Leanne Jalique, 
Jocelyn Baquier, Alicia Carabarin 
and Jean Sylvain at FURC at the 
University of Tampa. 

Ariana Connor and Chelsea Bain snorkeling in the Keys. 

NEWS
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Alice Nakasone 
(RISE 2016) “The 
RISE program 
has helped me 
acquire the skills I 
need to continue 
onto graduate 
school. Not only 
has it prepared me 
academically but 
it has also helped 
me gain invaluable 
professional skills 
that will be used 
throughout my 
lifetime.”  

STUDENT QUOTE



Alumni Profile – Talia Guardia, 
PhD (RISE ‘14)

As we all know, choosing a college at a young age is 
difficult. As a Barry alum, I am proud to say I made the 
right choice. Barry afforded me the opportunity to achieve 
a well-rounded education, and simultaneously allowed 
me to focus on giving back to the community. The mantra 
of “learn, reflect, and serve” is truly embodied by Barry’s 
students and professors. I met lifelong mentors who have 
greatly influenced my career path and contributed to 
my scientific training. The education I received has fully 
prepared me for the institutions I have since studied at and 
worked in.    

Barry offers its students the opportunity to get exposed 
to research. As a freshman, I participating in the ROADS 
research club and, with some guidance from faculty, 
I applied to summer research internships at various 
institutions. I was accepted into the Student Intern 
Program (SIP) summer research program at National 
Cancer Institute (NCI).  I worked specifically in Dr. Ligia 
Pinto’s HPV immunology lab and completed a project that 
optimized multiplex bead assays using human samples. 
The work in Dr. Pinto’s lab was my first foray into legitimate 
medical research, and I was fascinated by every minute 
of it.  Upon my return to Barry, I was accepted into the 
RISE research program and I decided to join Dr. Xiaotang 
Hu’s lab.  My research for the next three academic school 
years was focused on mediating cell cycle control in 
human myeloid leukemia cells. Participating in the RISE 
program readied me professionally in many ways, including 
providing me the opportunity to present my research 
at various conferences and meetings. Most notably, 
I presented my Barry research at the 2013 American 
Association for Cancer Research (AACR) annual meeting 
in Washington, DC. In addition to the research I conducted 
at Barry, I have had the honor of working at Weill Cornell 
Medical School in Dr. Shuibing Chen’s lab, and at MIT in 
Dr. Tyler Jack’s lab. At Weill Cornell I joined the Gateways 
to the Laboratory summer program and analyzed the 
mutation in the TBX5 gene of a patient with Holt-Oram 
Syndrome.

At MIT I investigated the role of hyaluronic acid synthase 
2 on metastasis of lung adenocarcinoma. I presented 
my different summer research projects at the Annual 
Biomedical Research Conference for Minority Students 
for consecutive years between 2011-13. The opportunity 
to communicate my research, network, and gain exposure 
to the research done at different institutions was critical 
to my training as a future scientist, and is directly linked 
to my participation in the RISE program. Without my 
education at Barry I would not have been afforded these 
summer research opportunities, which assured me of 
my interest in biomedical research and strengthened my 
resolve to pursue a career as a physician scientist. 
Following graduation, I decided to return to Dr. Jack’s lab 
at MIT after receiving a supplemental research grant from 
the NCI. I conducted research for a year interrogating 
the function of Tenascin C in the metastatic progression 
of lung adenocarcinoma using a mouse model. After this 
incredible opportunity, I chose to return home to Maryland 
to be a medical student at the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine. I am back in the state that my dreams 
started, close to my family, and on track to become a 
physician. I have completed my first year of medical 
school and most excitingly I have been accepted as an 
internal transfer into the MD-PhD program at University 
of Maryland. Additionally, this summer I completed a 
medical student fellowship at Memorial Sloan Kettering 
Cancer Center, gaining clinical oncology exposure while 
conducting bench research in Dr. Richard White’s lab. 
As cliché as it may sound, I am on track to make my 
dreams a reality. My time at Barry readied me to meet 
and overcome the numerous challenges along the way. 
I would not be where I am today without the education 
and training I received at Barry. The unwavering support 
of my family, my many great mentors, and my consistent 
perseverance have put me in a position to meet the goals 
that I had set for myself the first day I stepped on campus. 
I am forever thankful for what Barry University and the 
RISE program offered me, and I will continue to work every 
day to make Barry proud.

NEWS
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Alumni Profile - Talia Guardia

Blandine Victor (RISE 2011) 
“I genuinely believe that 
my experiences in the RISE 
program and those thereafter 
have lead me to where I 
am today. The skills and 
connections I’ve made while 
in the program have not only 
prepared me for my journey 
in Biomedical Science, but it 
has provided an unparalleled 
foundation that has contributed 
to the successful completion 
of my Master’s degree and will 
most certainly serve proficient 
in my upcoming journey as a 
PhD student. I am truly grateful 
for all that I’ve learned and the 
mentorship I’ve received while 
in the program.”

STUDENT QUOTE



NEWS

Gabriela Hernandez and 
Pedro Sanchez received 
travel awards to attend 
the Society of Toxicology’s 
Undergraduate Education 
Program at the Annual 
Meeting in New Orleans, 
LA, March 12-16, 2016. 

The following students received awards for their poster 
presentations at the 8th Annual STEM Symposium, March 
23, 2016, at Barry University: Diana Cordero, Joshua Kelly, 
and Mariana Ruiz.

Diana Cordero, Bertina Telusma and Alice Nakasone were 
inducted into Sigma Xi, The Scientific Research Honor 
Society, March 31, 2016.

Diana Cordero, Alice Nakasone, and Mariana Ruiz were 
inducted into Gamma Sigma Epsilon, April 29, 2016.

Diana Cordero received an 
award from Dr. Giannotti 
for being the best physics 
student, spring 2016.

Alice Nakasone, Mariana Ruiz, and Pedro Sanchez were 
inducted into Tri-Beta Honor Society, April 29, 2016.

Bertina Telusma accepted an invitation to spend the 
spring semester 2016 at Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology (MIT). Bertina also received the Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute Exceptional Research Opportunities 
Program award to continue studies in DNA replication in 
yeast, summer 2016 at MIT. The goal of EXROP is to ensure 
diversified science leadership.  

Mariana Ruiz was accepted to the Post Baccalaureate – 
PREP Program, Virginia Tech, VA, fall 2016.

Mariana Ruiz and Alice Nakasone were recipients of the   
Outstanding Biology Award, May 6, 2016.
 
Diana Cordero and Alice Nakasone were placed on the 
Dean’s List in recognition of their academic achievement 
earning a 3.5 or greater GPA during spring 2016 term. 
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Student Accomplishments



Alumni Updates
Cynthia Carrasco-Tennant (MIRT ’97) is currently 
pursuing her Masters in Nursing in Health System 
Leadership at Gonzaga University in Spokane, WA. 
Her expected graduation date is summer 2017.

Fadia Narchet, (MARC ‘00) has been promoted to 
professor at the University of New Haven. Her most 
recent publication includes: Narchet, F. M., Russano, M. 
B., Kleinman, S. M., & Meissner, C. A (2015). A nearly 360 
perspective of the interrogation process: Communicating 
with high value targets. In Forensic Communication: 
Integrated Approaches from psychology, Linguistics, and 
Law Enforcement. 

Emily Hanna (RISE ‘10) graduated from the University of 
Central Florida College of Medicine, FL, summer 2016. 

KeiAuyndria Edwards (RISE ’15) has been accepted to 
the doctoral program in the Biomedical Sciences (IBMS) 
Program in the Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences at 
the University of
Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio, TX, fall 2016. 

Hans Saint-Eloi Cadely, (MARC ’08) was one of six 
recipients to receive the Graduate Schools’ Distinguished 

Dissertation award at Auburn 
University. His dissertation 
was “The Development of 
Interpartner Aggression 
from Adolescence to Young 
Adulthood”. Dr. Cadely is an 
assistant professor at the 
University of Rhode Island.

Nicole H. Lopez, B.S., (RISE ’12, 
MARC ‘14) was awarded a 2 year 
Diversity Supplement grant from 
the National Heart, Blood, and 
Lung Institute for her Salubrinal 
project.

Jovans Lorquet, (RISE ‘14) was accepted to Florida Inter-
national University, Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine, 
FL, fall 2016.

Maria Luisa Pineda, (MARC 
‘07, RISE ‘05) is the CEO and 
Cofounder of Envisagenics, 
Inc; the company offers 
RNA therapeutics. Dr. 
Pineda also received a SBIR 
Phase I award from NIH, 
a seed investment from 
Accelerate Long Island and 
the Long Island Emerging 
Technologies (LIET) Fund. 

Ricardo deMoya, (RISE ‘13) has been accepted to the 
PhD Integrated Systems Biology (ISB) program at the 
University of Pittsburgh, PA, fall 2016.

Wendell J. Saintval, PhD (MARC ‘01) in 2015 and 2016 
was awarded the Education Partnership Award for 
volunteer efforts to improve local students’ literacy and 
STEM knowledge. In September 2015 the 2014 Naval Sea 
Systems Command (NAVSEA) Warfare Center Innovation 
Award was presented to the Naval Surface Warfare Center-
Panama City Division’s 3-D Passive Acoustic Imaging 
which includes Wendell.

Alison St. Paul, DMD (RISE ‘08) 
earned the Master of Science in 
Dentistry with an Endodontic 
Certificate. She delivered the 
commencement speech on 
behalf of the graduates. 

Talia Guardia, (RISE ’14) has 
been accepted into the
MD-PhD program at University 
of Maryland School 
of Medicine, MD, fall 2016.

Blandine Victor (RISE ‘11) 
was accepted to Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center Graduate Program in Biomedical Science 
and Translational Medicine, and to the Graduate Program 
in Interdisciplinary Biomedical Sciences (GPIBS) at the 
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, AR. This fall 
she will be attending Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, CA.  

Davecia Cameron (MIRT/
MARC ’02) is a Science 
Director, Hematology/
Oncology in the Editorial 
Department of Medscape 
Education. Medscape is 
a part of WebMD Health 
Professional Network that 
includes theHeart.org and 
eMedicine.com Medscape 
offers specialists, primary care 
physicians, and other health 
professionals the Web’s most 
robust and integrated medical 
information and educational 
tools. She works with experts 

in Hematology and Oncology to provide continuing 
medical education to specialists/oncologists/pharmacists/
nurses and other health care professionals on the latest in 
oncology management to improve lives of patients with 
cancer. 

Alton Johnson, 
(RISE’11) completed the 
requirements toward 
the DPM at Kent State 
University College of 
Podiatric Medicine. He 
has started his Podiatric 
Medicine and Surgery 
residency at Aventura 
Hospital, Miami, June 
2016. In addition, Alton 
and his wife Nathalie are  now proud parents of two, with 
their son Ashton Mathieu Johnson, born February 26, 2016.
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Summer Research Experience 
Presentations Series | Fall 2016
Each summer RISE students carry out biomedical 
science research at national and international research 
intensive laboratories for 8–12 weeks. During the fall 
semester students share their experiences through our 
“Summer Research Presentations Series.” This Series 
begins on Friday, August 26, 2016 at 12 noon in NHS 336. 
Presentations will run alternatively on Thursdays and 
Fridays (please see schedule below). 

Friday, August 26, 2016 at 12nn Bertina Telusma (RISE-
Biology) “Nanobody inhibition of the Origin Recognition 
Complex” Massachusetts Institute of Technology, MA

Diana Cordero (RISE-Biology/Chemistry) “Calibrating 
tris (hydroxymethyl)aminomethane (TRIS) buffers for pH 
measurements in natural seawater.” University of Miami, FL

Thursday, September 15, 2016 at 12nn Gabriela Lin 
(Biology) “Loss of estrogen receptor alpha causes 
metabolic and endothelial dysfunction in male mice”  
University of Missouri, MO 

Alexander Linares  (Biology)
“Validation of Aging Methods for Monkfish, Lophius 
americanus.” Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, MA

Kamren Livingston 
(RISE-Biology) “Depletion 
of essential proteins leads to 
DNA repair mediated bacterial 
cell death.” Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, MA
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Thursday, September 1, 
2016 at 12nn

Josh Kelly (RISE-Biology) 
“Deciphering the Role of 
Calcium in the Mecha-
nism of Integrin 1β1 and 2β1 
I-Domain Ligand Binding.” 
Vanderbilt University, TN

Pedro Sanchez 
(RISE-Biology) 
“Non-structural protein
σ1s enhances reovirus 
protein production 
independent of the type 
1-interferon response” 
University of Arkansas, AR

Friday, September 9, 2016 at 12nn 

Gabriela Hernandez (RISE-Biology) “Identification of 
developmental defects of Dynamin related protein 
network.” University of Missouri, MO

Faculty Accomplishments
Dr. Maurizio Giannotti published an article entitled “Cool 
WISPs for stellar cooling excesses” in the Journal of 
Astroparticle Physics and Cosmology, JCAP 1605 (2016) 
no.05, 057, in collaboration with: Igor Irastorza (Zaragoza 
U., Spain), Javier Redondo (Zaragoza U., Spain & Munich, 
Max Planck Inst., Germany), Andreas Ringwald (DESY, 
Germany)]. In July, he was invited to present a talk “ALPs 
in stars” at the Any Light Particle Search (ALPS II) meet-
ing in Berlin, Germany. He also, made two presentations 
at the International Conference in High Energy Physics in 
Chicago, IL both on August 4, 2016. The first talk titled 
“Hints of new physics from stars” was followed by the 
official presentation for The International Axion Observa-
tory (IAXO) collaboration: “IAXO, next-generation of he-
lioscopes”. The results from his first talk were spotlighted 
by ScienceNews:  https://www.sciencenews.org/article/
cooling-stars-hint-dark-matter-particles?tgt=nr. 

Dr. George Fisher published an article, Mold, Mildew and 
Dampness in Your Home, in “Celebrating Chemistry – 
2016 CCED” edition, page 11, April 2016.

Dr. Tony Wallner co-edited two books “NMR Spectros-
copy in the Undergraduate Curriculum: First Year and 
Organic Chemistry Courses” and “NMR Spectroscopy in 
the Undergraduate Curriculum: Upper-Level Courses and 
Across the Curriculum” that will be published in Septem-
ber 2016. He also authored a chapter in each volume. 

Dr. Redway and Dr. Bingham made an oral presentation 
on “Incorporating research into the biology curriculum”, 
at the 30th National Conference on Undergraduate Re-
search (NCUR), University of North Carolina, Asheville, 
NC April 7-9, 2016.



Student Attendance & Presentations 
at Scientific Meetings

2016 Ocean Sciences 
Meeting (ASLO), 
New Orleans, LA 
February 21-26, 2016. 
RISE student Diana 
Cordero made a 
poster presentation.

6th Annual Florida Undergraduate Research Conference, 
University of Tampa, FL February 26-27, 2016. RISE 
students Kevin Williams, Mariana Ruiz, Pedro Sanchez and 
five ROAD club members made poster presentations.

The Society of Toxicology 
55th Annual Meeting and 
ToxExpo, New Orleans, 
LA March 13-17, 2016. 
RISE students Gabriela 
Hernandez and Pedro 
Sanchez attended the 
conference. 

American Chemical 
Society (ACS), San Diego, 
CA March 13-17, 2016. 
RISE student Shanika  
Kingston made a poster 
presentation. 

Life Sciences South Florida STEM Undergraduate 
Research Symposium, Florida Atlantic University, Boca 
Raton Campus April 1, 2016. RISE student Gabriela 
Hernandez made a poster presentation.

Barry 
University 
hosted the 
8th Annual 
Science, 
Technology, 
Engineering 
and Math 
(STEM) 
Symposium,
March 
23, 2016 

Undergraduate students presented posters related to their 
past and current research in biology, chemistry, computer 
science, information technology, mathematics, psychology 
and physics. A total of 11 posters were presented by RISE 
and ROADS students and close to two hundred and fifty 
attended the symposium.

30th National 
Conference on 
Undergraduate 
Research (NCUR), 
University of North 
Carolina, Asheville, 
NC, April 7-9, 2016. 
RISE students 
Gabriela Hernandez 
and Kevin Williams 
made poster 
presentations. 

11th Annual Southeast Cell Science Undergraduate 
Research Symposium, St. Thomas University, Miami, FL, 
April 23, 2016. RISE students Joshua Kelly, Alice Nakasone, 
and Mariana Ruiz made poster presentations. 

Students and faculty ended the academic year with 
the annual “End of Semester” party April 26, 2016. 
During this event we acknowledged the students’ 
accomplishments summer research internship and 
graduate school acceptances, and faculty support 
of the RISE program. 

End of Semester Party
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